ANNEX G

SITE 6 Grid 844813

RIVER/GAP CROSSING

CONDITIONS
1.   As a member of a squad moving through the Sandhurst course,  given an individual weapon, load bearing equipment, ropes and slings as per Paragraph 3 below, and a water obstacle.

STANDARDS
2.   Using a one-rope bridge, conduct a river/gap crossing.

TRAINING EVALUATION AND INFORMATION

3.   Equipment Requirement:

a.   Two snaplinks for each cadet (carried).


b.   One sling rope for each cadet (carried).


c.   One 120-ft. nylon rope (carried, Per Squad).

4.   Bridging Team Preparation:

a.   All cadets tie their sling ropes into rappel seats.

b.   All cadets are to be in the waterborne uniform (top of shirt buttoned, pants unbloused, see Annex D).

c.   Any type of rappel seat may be used at the water obstacle i.e. Swiss or Australian.

d.   None of the pre-task preparations are to take place until arrival at the River Crossing Site.

e.   Pre-task preparations are only to start when instructed to do so by the Site Staff, and are not to occur when a team is in the holding area gaining a time credit.

f.   Construction of the one-rope bridge will not begin until all team members are in the correct, waterborne uniform.  

5.   Constructing One Rope Bridge.
a.   All cadets will first tie a Swiss/Australian seat with their sling rope.  An

‘end of rope’ bowline is then tied in the end of the team’s 120ft rope and this 

is locked into the first cadet’s seat to serve as a safety rope as they ‘swim’ across.

b.   The first cadet NOTIONALLY (the stream is shallow) swims to the far shore with his/her rifle and rope only.  No other equipment is to be worn by the first cadet.  

c.   Once across he/she then pulls slack in the rope and holds it against the far-shore anchor point. 

d.   The team constructs a transport tightening system for a squad one-rope bridge.

e.   Once the bridge is tied off, the first cadet across removes his/her sling rope.    He/she then ties an ‘end of line’ bowline, slips it over his/her wrist, and

then ties two overhand knots into the running end approximately 12” apart.  He/she then positions him/her self as the far side safety.  This line is used as a safety line to help cadets who may have trouble crossing the river.

6.   Cross using the Monkey Crawl.
a.   The squad member is suspended from the rope by a snaplink and a rappel seat.  The squad will cross by pulling with the hands.   The far side safety, the first cadet across, may help the first squad member off the rope on the far side.   

b.   Anyone can carry the first cadet’s equipment, except the last cadet across the river/gap.   

c.   The squad leader must not allow more than one cadet on the bridge at a time.

d.   The last cadet across unties the near-shore anchor point leaving the snaplinks in the secured knot.   The last cadet then ties an end of rope bowline in the 120 ft. bridging rope and hooks it into his/her waistline with a snaplink.  The last cadet cannot carry the radio across the river.       

 f.   He/she is then pulled across the water at a rate fast enough to keep their head above water.

g.  The bridge will then be dismantled and the squad can depart the site in the waterborne uniform.  Swiss Seats or Australian seats can remain on if desired.  However, the only seat authorized for the rappel site is the Swiss seat.

EVALUATION PREPARATION

7.  The near and far anchor points are prepared telegraph poles anchored into the ground.   The squad will be directed to one of the 2 designated bridging points by the Site CIC.  The evaluators will not slow the squad as it crosses the water obstacle.  

8.   Evaluators will not teach the squad how to tie the knots.  

PERFORMANCE MEASURES

POINTS DEDUCTED
9.   Not maintaining safety, (i.e. incorrect waterborne uniform,

-10 points

far-side safety fails to tie proper bowline, 1st and last cadet 

across not in proper uniform and two cadets hooked onto 

bridge at same time).

10.   Dropping weapons in the water (between the engineer tape).         –10 points 

(On each occasion)

11.  Arriving at the River Crossing Site




-10 points per

with a rappel seat or any other equipment modification.
 

cadet

12.  Any cadet crossing river without using an authorized technique     -10 points

on the rope bridge (except for the first and last cadets across)

13.   Equipment dropped in water (this equipment will be returned).
-10 points (On each

 occasion)

14.   Stepping into river with one or both feet (Minus first and last cadet)-10 points             









15.   Not carrying own equipment (between banks)


-10 points

16.   Weapons not hand carried (between banks)



-10 points

17.   Receiving outside assistance





-50 points

SAFETY
18.   Sandhurst CIC will submit a Risk Assessment for this site.   The site will be visited and inspected by safety officers prior to the competition. 
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