CHURCH STUFF
(A newdetter for Catholic cadets)
Week of 10 November, 2002

To my Catholic brothers and sistersin the Corps:

| was on Leave last week...hence, no CHURCH STUFF...

But I'm back, and were in November.

And for Catholics, NOVEMBER is the month when we remember our BELOVED DEAD
inaspecid way.

So now that the month has begun, 1'd like to devote our opening thought to a sense of
REMEMBRANCE.

The following poem (which I've used before) - from the Irish poet John Boyle
ORellly - sets the stage for such thoughts. It'stitled FOREVER.

Those we love truly never die,
Though year by year, the sad memorid wreseth,
A ring and flowers, types of life and deeth,
Arelad upon their graves.

For degth the pure life saves,
For lifedl pureislove; and love can reach
From heaven to earth, and nobler lessons teach
Than those by mortals read.

Wil blest is he who has a dear one dead:
A friend he has whose face will never change;
A dear communion that will not grow strange;

The anchor of aloveis desth.

The blessed sweetness of aloving bresth
Will reach our cheek al fresh through weary years.
For her who died long since, ah! waste not tears,
She's thine until the end.

Thank God for one dear friend,
With face dill radiant with the light of truth,
Whose |ove comes laden with the scent of youth,
Through twenty years of degth.

May our BELOVED DEAD rest in the deegp of God.
And may we keep them very closeto our hearts as we wait to see them again.



THINGS CATHOLICS CAN DO:
CATHOLIC CADET PRAYER BREAKFAST
The Fal CATHOLIC CADET PRAYER
BREAKFAST will be held at The West Point Club
on Wednesday, 20 November, starting at 0615.
Well have a brief Communion Service and then share
breakfast together.

NO SUNDAY 1715 MASS
on Sunday (10 Nov) in WH5300 because of the
holiday weekend. All other Masses at the Chapel
are asfollows
Saturday - 1930 (not 1715, because of the
later Football Game)
Sunday - 0900 and 1100

NO MONDAY 0630 MASS
in the Chaplain's Office because of the day-off. The
0630 Masswill resume on Tuesday.

TO REMEMBER YOUR BELOVED DEAD
Just stop in at our Washington Hal office, and add
their namesto the Book of Remembrance...or e-mall
me with the names, and I'll add them. They'll be
remembered each day of November at the 0630 Mass.

EXTRA STUFF:
If you have a thought that you might like to be a priest-military chaplain someday,
the Archdiocese for the Military Servicesis hosting a"Discernment Retrest”
over 6-8 February for men from the different Military Academies and from the
Armed Forces in generd who are consdering priesthood. If you'd like more
information, please let me know.

AND ALSO (from CDT Pat Bentley):
Therés anew webste for Catholicsin the military.
Check out the following:
www.catholicmil.org

DID YOU KNOW?
READ THISIF YOU'RE AN INFANTRY TY PE:



11 November is &. Martin's Day.

He haslong been considered the patronsaint of soldiersin generd and of INFANTRY in
particular.

Here's his gory (taken from THE BIRTH OF FRANCE, by Catherine Scherman).

Martin was born in or around AD 316 in Pannonia (present-day Hungary), to solidly
middle- class heathen parents. His father was a military tribune who, aming to quench his son's
aberrant longing for "the holy life", designed the boy to follow a military career.

But Martin would not be deflected.

When only ten, he begged the locd priest to give him religious ingtruction.

At twelve, hetried to enter one of the unregulated orders of hermits that were abundant in
Europe in those days, but they turned him down because he was s0 young.

Martin's predilection for holiness annoyed his father so postively that when the boy turned
fifteen and became digible for military service, he reported his son to the authorities.

Martin was saized, put in chains and forced to take the military oath.

Though never cowardly, he was an atypicd soldier of the times, forgoing the customary army
vices, kind and humble with his companions. He even treated his servant
as madter, cleaning his boots and waiting on him at medls.

Military duties took him to northern Gaul (France) under the command of the Emperor
Julian, who was fighting the Franks in the area of Amiens. There it was that Martin got his
heavenly cal. It was an inclement midwinter day when the young soldier, now twenty years old,
met a poor man with little dothing who was begging the passersby at the town gates to have pity
on him. Martin had no warm clothing left except for his cloak, having dreedy given away
everything dse. He rent the cloak in haf with his sword and gave haf to the beggar.

That night, avison cameto himin his deep, of Chrigt with the face of the beggar, clad in the
half-cloak. Martin saw the divine gpparition as a manifest Sgnd of histrue caling and went a
once to be baptized.

When Julian cdled his army together to brief them for the battle with the barbarians, Martin
announced that he would no longer serve: he had become a soldier of Chrigt, he said, and it was
no longer lawful for him to fight. Hiswords, in part, were:

| have served you as a soldier;
now let me serve Chrigt...

The emperor accused him of cowardice, and Martin answered by volunteering to stand
unarmed between the battle lines; then, protected only by the sign of the cross, he would walk
untouched through the enemy ranks. Julian prepared to accommodate him by throwing him into
prison until the battle should commence, when he would be taken at his word.

But the young hero did not have to redeem his pledge because the enemy unexpectedly sued
for peace...

(Scherman, pp. 84-5)

Martin was eventudly discharged a Worms and became a monk, gathering some followers
around him at Poitiers (France) in the AD 360s.

He later became bishop of Tours (AD 371) and remained in that position until his degth in
AD 397.



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

...acadet ('03), whose brother was killed in an accident a couple of weeks ago. Please
remember him and hisfamily.

...the uncle of a member of the West Point community who committed suicide.

...agentleman whom | met at Mass last Sunday who has atermind illness.

...ancethisis November, when we remember our dead in aspecid way, let'staketime
to remember our beloved departed.

...any cadet who isill or injured or in the hospitd.

..l our military brothers and ssters - and their families - throughout the world,
especidly thosein areas of risk.

GOT A QUESTION?

Q: Father what does the Church think about ouija boards and tarot cards and fortune-
tling?

A In the beginning, the Church found itsdlf in the midst of the Roman Empire, where dl
types of fortune-telling and divination were very popular. As the Church began
converting the Germanic tribes of Europe in the 400s and 500s, it constantly came up
againg new forms of divination, and the desire to "know the future” is ill abig part
of our culture.

Every newspaper hasits "horoscope” section, TV dations festure programs of
psychics advisng their clients, and many people have used a ouijaboard at high
school or college parties.

Some people even believe (asthey did in the Middle Ages) that in order to know
God'swill, they only need to close their eyes, open aBible, |et their finger fal upon a
page and then read the verse that the finger is next to. This then becomes "God's
specid message” to him or her.

The Catholic Church is opposed to dl this stuff because it feels that people who take
these processes serioudy are alowing superdtition and fatalism to run their lives.

In areigious sense, Chrigtianity has always preached the concept of FREE WILL.
This means that each human being has a pretty strong shot a building his or her future
under the guidance of God's providence. As humans, we are not ruled by impersond
powers that have complete control of our lives. This has dways been aliberating
redization.

Thewholeideaof "karma' (fate, destiny) has been rgected by the Catholic Church
from the beginning. "Karma' denies the existence of a persond and loving God and
the free participation of each human being in hisor her role as a"free agent living
under grace’.

Ina"mentd hedth" sense, psychiarigts have found that a serious belief in divination
can produce harmful effectsin the lives of very suggestible people. These effects could
include emotiond and psychic trauma or the inability to make retiona decisons.
People have been known to becomeiill or rationally disordered by a deep belief in



divination.

Credulous people can aso be easly exploited in these circumstances.

So while the use of tarot cards and ouija boards at a party might be a one-time source
of harmless enjoyment, the whole underlying idea contains some implications that are
totally incompatible with Catholic belief and with hedlthy psychologicd practices.

Basicaly, no one should ever stake his or her life on the turn of a card.

THEOLOGY EVERY CATHOLIC SHOULD KNOW:
THE VIRGIN MARY:

Any complete theologicd examinaion of Roman Cathalic ideas about the Virgin Mary
would take volumes, but the following is part of an article from a Catholic periodica ("America’,
18 October, 1997).

It provides a pretty good "thumbnail" sketch of the "what" and "why" regarding Mary, the
Mother of Jesus, in the whole Cathalic tradition. Thisis a precis of the article:

Inayear I've spent talking about MARY with many different groups...
| have observed something the mediadid not report in its rush for
headlines over a non-event: that the life and witness of the mother of
Jesus are undergoing serious examination by very different people today...

ItisMARY'S very humanity that those who seek her today find most
meaningful.

In the Gospels of Luke and John, they encounter an adventurous
adolescent, brave enough to accept a divine invitation without the approva
of anyone but the Spirit. Mary questions the angdl before accepting the
proposa then rushes to share the incredible news with her older cousin
Elizabeth. In the prophetic prayer of praise she pours forth in response to
her cousin's greeting, Mary reveds a God of compassion and unbdievable
generogity present among us, one who shuns the rich and mighty in order
to live with the beloved poor and powerless, among whom she counts hersdif.

And thisis just the beginning of Mary's ordinary-extraordinary story.

She was the subject of scandd to friends and family, at times arefugee,
but she seemsto have educated Jesus well...Never quite understanding
her son - what parents do? - she pondered their exchanges in her heart,
sometimes disagreed with him and dowly grew to understand the

true sgnificance of the life to which she had committed hersdif.

When he was dying in disgrace, she stood as a witness benesth the cross,
despite the Sanhedrin and the Roman soldiers and later joined his frightened
friends praying in the Upper Room.

MARY faced the life-crises we dl face. She became awise woman,
strong despite her vulnerability because of her attachment to others smilarly
vulnerable. She, too, loved the lowly in deed asin word and wasfittingly
designated by her son shortly before his desth (dlong with the beloved disciple)
as his representative and ours.



Reading the Gospels of Luke and John today, contemporary seekers...are
encouraged to meet awoman who suffered the joys and sorrows al people
facein an ordinary life that was extraordinary only in its fathfulness and
revelaory sgnificance MARY can 4ill bring the human redity of her son
to lifefor usin dl itswonder and promise, devating physica redity and
human purpose a the sametime.

As St. Ephrem the Syrian put it in a Naivity homily in the 4th century:

In her, the exalted Godhead has descended and dwelt;

it has grown small to make us grest...
What extraordinary good news for humanity, that God wished to be contained
and enfleshed in a human creation out of an unbdievably generous desire
to share divine love with al crestion...

What we find (in MARY), according to artist Frederick Frank, whose
sunning meta sculpture of MARY without facia feetures enfolds the face
of Chrigt within her cloak, isa PERSONAL CHALLENGE...he says

Her own faceis blank because sheis potentialy
every woman, every man.

UNSOLICITED SPIRITUAL THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
"We are dl meant to be mothers of God.
God isdwayswaiting to be bornin us.”
Meister Eckhart
d. 1327

And that'stheway it is, aday like dl days, filled with those events that ater and illuminate our
time...
and YOU ARE THERE!!

Have a good day-off on Monday.
Chill; hang out; deep...
but don't forget God.
Seeyal
Woodie



