CHURCH STUFF
(A newsletter for Catholic cadets)
Week of 5 May, 2002

To my Catholic brothers and sisters in the Corps:

It just gets busier and busier.

Like this past weekend.

Life can really be a pressure-cooker.

And now, we're into May, which has its own levels of confusion for everyone.

Then you add the human emotions into the mix, and it's very easy to be swept away by
frustration, irritation, obfuscation, dissimulation and the thousand natural shocks that
flesh is heir to...

So perhaps it would be good to just stand still, stop talking, turn inward and lift your
spirit to the Holy One, the only One Who can make a difference:

Almighty God!
Help me to get hold of myself.
Keep me from being overwhelmed by discouragement
or crushed by defeat.
In your great compassion,
remind me that in your sight,
no defeat is ultimate,
no disaster is final.
Lead me to find in You
a strength that is greater than my own,
a strength that will uphold me in time of need.
And even though I can find no firm ground of faith
to stand on right now,
| pray that You will lead me out of my trouble
and become my ROCK and my FORTRESS.
In the name of Christ the Lord.
Amen.

Hang in there 'cause you're not alone!!

AN EASTER THOUGHT:
The world has been compared to a submarine
that lies damaged on the ocean floor.
Since the vessel's absolutely watertight,
the crew members are alive
and can hope to be saved.

Soon they form into two groups:



one - to study means of re-surfacing;
and the other - to plan the details of everyday life.
The first tries to make spare parts
and devises signals to contact other ships at sea;
full of expectation, they're on the watch,
all ears,
and straining toward life on the outside.

The second group schedules meals, projects,
work periods and entertainment.

But before long, the second group shouts to the first:
"You dreamers are wasting your time.
Come over here and help us.
We're working and having fun.
At least we're accomplishing something."

Finally, the captain has to speak to everyone
and recall a basic fact:
"We're living inside this ship
just so we can get out.

We aren't meant to stay down here,
submerged in hate and thoughts of revenge,
in self-seeking and indifference,
in peace and security.

We're made for something else, for an altogether different life.
Some have gotten so used to puttering around down here
that they don't think of resurfacing anymore...
and don't even care to."

St. Peter reminds us that we're "strangers and pilgrims here".
Those who believe that God still has work for them to do
farther on
keep themselves ready, willing and able.

The saints are more vibrantly alive than anyone else,
more adaptable to any situation,
because they've detached themselves from everything...
and so, they're free to embrace anything.

That's what RESURRECTION means.
THINGS CATHOLICS CAN DO:

PARISH PICNIC
The Spring PARISH PICNIC will be held this Sunday



(5 May) at Camp Buckner, starting with Mass at noon.

A bus will leave the Supe's Box at 1100 for any cadets
who need a ride...and will start making "return trips" to
the Supe's Box starting at 1300. Uniform is Gym-A or

running suit.

NO 1100 MASS ON SUNDAY
Because of the PARISH PICNIC and the 1200 Mass
at Camp Buckner, there will be NO 1100 Mass at the
Chapel on this Sunday (5 May). There will be the usual
other Masses on Sunday: 0900 at the Chapel and 1715
in WH5300.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
...Father Greg Sykes, who had surgery earlier this week (Father Sykes was Fr. Burns'
predecessor at the Chapel).
...the mother of a cadet ('03), who is dealing with some serious medical concerns.
...all our military brothers and sisters - and their families - especially those in areas
of risk.

GOT A QUESTION?

Q: Father, how come there's a difference between the "Catholic" and "Protestant”
versions of "The Lord's Prayer"?

A: You're probably referring to the ending "For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory...".

In order to answer the question, it's necessary to remember that there is no "original”
copy of the Scriptures. The Bible that we use is a translation of a translation. The
English version of the Bible (and there are a lot of them) is based on Greek, Hebrew
and Latin manuscripts...and even these ancient manuscripts aren't the original ones
either.

So, in working out any English translation, the scholars have to check all the ancient
manuscripts and compare them. Then they have to come up with common conclusions
about what the original versions actually said.

It's a complicated process and a confusing one.

In the case of The Lord's Prayer, you can find two versions of it in the Gospels:
Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4. If you compare the two, you'll see that Matthew's
version has become the one used in Christian tradition; it's a bit longer than Luke's
version.

In some of the ancient manuscripts, the sentence "For Thine is the kingdom, etc..." is
added on at the end of the prayer (for example, it's found in this form in "The
Didache™, an early Christian document dating from the 100s).

But more reliable and earlier manuscripts don't contain the sentence.

Some older English versions - like the King James version of the Bible - use the



sentence to end the prayer, and that caused it to become part of The Lord's Prayer in
the Protestant tradition. It was never used in the Catholic tradition, although we do
recite it in Mass right before Communion.

Most Bible scholars today would not consider that it was part of the original version,
but on the other hand, it was customary in biblical times to offer a "doxology"
("expression of praise") at the end of prayers. You can find "doxologies™ in |
Chronicles 29:11 or Il Timothy 4:18.

Personally, I've never understood why the whole question got made into such a big
deal for some Protestants and some Catholics. With it or without it, The Lord's Prayer
is still The Lord's Prayer.

THEOLOGY EVERY CATHOLIC SHOULD KNOW:
THE KINGDOM OF GOD:

This is an expression that Jesus used quite often in his preaching.

The phrase "Kingdom of God" occurs over 150 times in the New Testament alone,
mostly in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. In these occurrences, it serves as a
SYMBOL, and the broad meaning emerges from Jesus' teaching and from his parables.

Some characteristics of the "Kingdom" are the following:

a) The expression is better translated as REIGN rather than KINGDOM.
It's not a PLACE; it's an EVENT. It means that God is exercising his
SAVING POWER among human beings in a NEW way.

b) God's REIGN is both PRESENT and FUTURE:

- PRESENT in Jesus' preaching and parables, his miracles and exorcisms,
his proclamations of forgiveness of sin and in his practice of
table-fellowship (the meals that Jesus shared with both his friends
and with sinners - to show that NO ONE is excluded from God's REIGN -
Mark 2:16-19).

- But the REIGN is also FUTURE. The disciples learn to pray by saying

"Thy Kingdom come™, and Jesus speaks of the "Son of man coming in
judgment”. Many of the parables that deal with "growth" imply this
FUTURE IDENTITY of God's REIGN.

c) There is a connection between the coming REIGN and one's PERSONAL
behavior: to enter the KINGDOM, one must become like a LITTLE CHILD.
Jesus' audiences were always called to PERSONAL conversion and to
DISCIPLESHIP in the service of the KINGDOM. Jesus taught them to
LOVE OTHERS with an inclusive and self-sacrificial love. He frequently
warned against the DANGERS OF WEALTH. In his Parable of the Last
Judgment, Matthew shows Jesus saying that admission to the KINGDOM
is directly related to our CONDUCT TOWARD OTHERS, especially toward
the poor and unfortunate.

John's Gospel uses the expression only twice (3:3 and 5). His favorite designation is
ETERNAL LIFE (this expression occurs many times in that Gospel).



Paul uses the expression 10 times, usually with a strong "future™ connotation (those
who are unjust will not inherit the REIGN of God - see | Corinthians 6:9 and 10, then
15:50; also Galatians 5:21).

In I Corinthians 15:24, Paul depicts a scenario in which Christ "hands over the
KINGDOM to God the Father after having destroyed every rule, authority and power"...
so Paul definitely has a FUTURE element in his vision of the KINGDOM. But he also
thinks of it in the PRESENT: "But the KINGDOM of God is not a matter of food and
drink, but of righteousness, peace and the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit" - Romans
14:17.

Of course, the Book of Revelation depicts the KINGDOM in terms of the Lordship of
the Risen Christ who destroys the dehumanizing and demonic rule of the Roman Empire,
which results ina NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH (Revelation 21)...very
obviously a FUTURE setting.

So the symbol of THE KINGDOM has many facets, and it's necessary to keep all of
them in mind when hearing the words of Christ.

The KINGDOM is the following:

a) a Metaphor, which tells us about God's GRACIOUS and DECISIVE
act of salvation for us;

b) a definition of what human existence SHOULD BE - a copy of the life
and person of Jesus;

c) a CORPORATE experience which will be fully revealed at the END of
human history and yet touches EVERY aspect of human action in the
PRESENT.

UNSOLICITED SPIRITUAL THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
"When | look back on all the worries,
| remember the old man who said on his deathbed
that he had a lot of trouble in his life,
most of which never happened.”
Winston Churchill

And that's the way it is, a day like all days, filled with those events that alter and

illuminate our time...
and YOU ARE THERE!!

Best wishes for the weekend.
Remember: the END is in sight...
God bless!!

Woodie



