Isaiah 42: 1-4,6-7 or Isaiah 55; 1-11
Acts10: 34-38or 1John5: 1-9
Mark 1: 7-11

FOCUS: “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”

Today as we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the question, “ Why did
Jesusdoit?” may have passed through your mind more than once.

The Church teaches that the purpose of the Sacrament of Baptism isto remove the
stain of original sin, forgive all the personal sinsthat have been committed prior to this
act, and to unite oneto Christ and his Church. Of course, that isabout Christian
Baptism and the sacrament that our Lord left for us. Clearly, Jesus did not need this
sacrament, so the question remains, “Why did He do it?”

If we look at the baptism administered by John we learn that this was a Baptism of
Repentance. John had just made a profession of faith in Jesus, yet, Jesus, who was
without sin, came to John to be baptized. Again, the question, “Why?’

Throughout the centuries, theologians and scholars have wrestled with this question.
Most have not come up with one definitive answer. Some consider the action of Jesus
a model for othersto follow or an act of humility and righteousness. The answer may
well be found in the words of the “voice....from heaven, ' You are my beloved Son; with
you | am well pleased.”

Many in the early Christian communities say the baptism of Jesus as another epiphany
of the Son of God, confirming hismission androlein life. Mark’saccount isvery
straight forward — Jesus goes to John —John baptizes Jesus — the Holy Spirit descends
—the Voice from heaven isheard. Following baptism Jesusisimmediately sent by the
Spirit off into the desert where he will be tempted by Satan. Jesuswas not baptized for
theremission of sin. Hewas not baptized for the special plan for him and wanted to
validate that role through the events that occurred.

Centuries before, the prophet | saiah prepared the people for the coming of the Savior.
In today’ s reading from I saiah the Lord called the people to “ come to the water” and
“seek the Lord.” God's Living Word would come to the earth to do hiswill and achieve
God's purpose. The Letter of John reminds us that “ whoever is begotten by God
conquerstheworld. And thevictory that conquerstheworldisour faith.”

Each of us, through the sacrament of Baptism, has been called to be a person of faith.
Each of us has been invited to “ come to the water” and to “seek the Lord.” Perhapsno
one heard God call out on the day we were baptized, yet, we became the beloved sons
and daughters of the Father. We are called to be God' s special children. We are
called to do all that we can to be sure that His message goes out through all the earth.
We are called to hear that we can to be sure that His message goes out through all the
earth. We are called to hear that same voice say to us: “ You are my beloved son (or
daughter); with you | am well pleased.” May we live our lives as beloved children of
God. May wergject sin, be faithful to the Gospel, and always point the way to Jesus.



MILITARY COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
President-L ouise Snyder 446-6566
VP-Susan Lathrop 446-4593
Secretary-Hai Eastman 446-2733
Treasurer-Alice O'Hara 446-5797

MCCW OQutreach
Prayer Circle LisaGlen, 446-4874
Elder Outreach Mary Theroux, 446-5495
Mercy Meals MartaTorres, 446-5843
Shelter Meals Jeanne Etheridge, 446-0503
Sacred Heart Food Pantry Susy Roe, 446-3209
Spiritual Life Mary Lou Hall, 446-1166
Shelter GoodsOutreach ~ Wendy Tauke, 446-5458
Publicity Jackie Whiteside, 446-1174

Mother & Baby Outreach  Diane Pultz 446-5646

MCCW_ Potluck Lunch

Women of the parish are invited to come together at the rectory next Tuesday, January 14 for fun,
fellowship, lunch, and communion. Kids are welcome, too. Families with last names beginning
A-K, please bring a side dish or dessert to share; families with last names beginning

L-Z, please bring amain dish item. After lunch, well attend noon mass together. Call Louise at
446-6566 for more info.

Social tine begins at 10:30 am
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RECONCILIATION, ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND
BENEDICTION:
Wednesdays 1820-1930 MHT Chapel
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BAPTISMAL CLASS:
FEB. 24, 2003 @ 1900, MHT Parish Rectory. POC Father Burns @ 938-8760
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Pregnancy Blessing
Expectant mothers are invited to receive a special blessing at the 1205 Mass on Monday,
27 Jan 03. Pleasejoin usif you can
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We Pray for our parish every day at 1205 when we celebrate Mass. Please join us when
you can.

During the week of January 13th — 17th we will celebrate a Communion Service instead
of Mass



SCRIPTURE FOR WEEK OF Jan 12, 2003

Mon — Hebrews 1: 1-6, Mark 1 14-20

Tue — Hebrews 2: 5-12, Mark 1: 21-28

Wed — Hebrews 2; 14-18, Mark 1: 29-39

Thurs— Hebrews 3: 7-14, Mark 1: 40-45

Fri — Hebrews4: 1-5, 11, Mark 2: 1-12,

Memory of Sanit Anthony, abbot

Sat — Hebrews4: 12-16, Mark 2: 13-17

In honor of Blessed Virgin Mary

ANNOUNCED MASSES
Sat 11 Jan 1715 Parishionersof MHT
Sun 12 Jan 0900 Parishionersof MHT
Sun 12 Jan 1100 Parishioners of MHT
Mon 13 Jan 1205
Tue 14 Jan 1205
Wed 15 Jan 1205
Thurs 16 Jan 1205
Fri 17 Jan 1205

HOST FAMILY FOR JAN 18-19

1715 Jakesr
0900 Vollmer / Kolsch
1100 LeBoeuf

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERSJAN 18-19

1715 C. Carver, M. Bozeman, T. Leszcynski

0900 B. Moretti, D. Kndlinger, F. Biskup

1100 W. Lennox, A. Lennox, D. McGurk, C. Moore, C. Whiteside, T. Povich, K. Hayden

USHERSFOR JAN 1819
1715 Mark Leszczynski
0900 Scott Lathrop

1100 Brad Ninness

ALTAR SERVERSJAN 18-19

1715 Paul Humphrey, Kelsey Picciuto,

Michael Strunck

0900 Cadet Joseph Tomasello, Cadet Rugarber
1100 Pedro,Torres, Andrew Nowak, Alicia Wigger

PROCLAIMERS FOR JAN 18-19
1715 John Blanc/ Cindy Scullion
0900 Tom Buning / Samantha Ross
1100 Carl Fossa/ Tom Cooke
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Dear God,
I think about you sometimes even when I’'m not praying

Elliott



| have a question. Whom do | call? Pastoral Coordinator...Kate Hayden 938-
8760
Chaplain’s Assistant... SGT M. Ong 938-721
Parish registration, Calendars, Bulletin, Maintenance, Room Scheduling, Purchase
Orders, Mass Cards, Fund Requests.

Director Rel-Ed... Kay Heppes... 938-8761
Faith Formation, Rel. Education of Children & Adults, RCIA.

Wedding Coordinator....Lorraine Finn...932-2784
Wedding information, scheduling, paperwork,
Pre-Cana/lEngaged Encounter information.

Director of Music.... Meredith Baker...938-3544
Adult, Children's and Cadet Choir, Wedding Music, Liturgical Music.

Pastor.... Fr. Vince Burns...938-3721
Reconciliation, Baptism, Anointing of the Sick, Pastoral and Sacramental Concerns.

Cadet | ssues....Fr. Edson Wood....938-2784
Fr. Jerry Deponai ...938-2784
Visit our Web Site @http://www.usma.edu/Chaplain/mht/

Traveling? Looking for the nearest Catholic Church?
Try calling 1-800-MASSTIMES. All you need isthe zip code!
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Attendance and Offering L ast Weekend:

Attendance 279 Offering $1,286.59
The Designated Offering : Feb 8/9 will be
“Food for the Poor”
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We are not accepting any donations of used clothing at this time. Please contact
the MCCW for the Mother and Baby Outreach collections. Thank You
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MHT Volunteers,

We are asking for help in hosting the doughnut social after the Saturday and
Sunday Masses. Anyone interested in helping with this social should contact
Tom & Jen Cooke @ 446-4247. Thisis a great opportunity to get involved
with your parish.



HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: GOD’S TYM
(Total Youth Ministries) POC Tanya Tolentino @ 424-3609

Sunday, January 12, 2003

God's TYM - 7-9 pm, Sacred Heart gym

School Pressure? Parental Conflict? Friendship Challenges? Theme: Dealing with the
Turblence Ahead.
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Marriage Renewal

Please join us on Saturday, February 15th, for our parish celebration of marriage. The
day will consist of aworkshop, Mass with the renewal of vows, a dinner and dance.
Child care will be provided for the afternoon. More information will be provided as we
get closer, so mark your calendars now.
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If you can please bring non-perishable food items to Mass, these items are
collected for the needy. Place in basket at the Altar during offering time.
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Rel i gi ous Educati on Cor ner

DATESTO MARK:

12 January — Confirmation Catechetical Session IV, Cloister Rm. 1930 hrs.

13 January — Catechist Formation classes resume, 1900, Cloister Room

19 January — NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES, Martin Luther King 22
January — First Penance Practice, 1630 hrs., Chapel 23 January — First Penance
Practice, 1830 hrs., Chapdl.

26 January — Confirmation Parent Session, 0920, Rm. 348, Thayer Hall

26 January — Confirmation Catechetical Session V, Cloister Rm. 1900 hrs.

27 January — First Penance Celebration, 1830 hrs., Chapel

PARISH CENSUS UPDATE
WEL COME to al new folks joining our parish& FAREWELL to al who
aremoving. Please help us keep our Census up-to-date by filling out this
form:
Name

Address

City & Zip

Phone




